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1. Introduction
This Kentec/Hochiki network manager is specifically designed for use with the following 
Kentec and Hochiki panels 
Kentec 
Taktis 
Taktis UL 

Hochiki 
L@titude 
FireNET L@titude 

2. Hardware requirements
AMX uses a TCP/IP connection to provide the communication between these fire alarm 
control panels and the PC running the AMX software. To provide a TCP/IP connection 
the panel must be fitted with a Media Gateway card in slot F. The following diagram 
shows how to fit the Media Gateway  

Note: Media gateway card cannot be fitted into 8 or 16 Loop Taktis panels due to all
slots being occupied. 

The panel can be connected directly to the AMX graphics PC or can be connected to 
the AMX graphics over a LAN, either method will require CAT 5 Ethernet cables. See 
basic connection diagrams Fig. 1 and Fig. 2 



AMX Graphics software 

AMX Network Manager – Taktis/Taktis UL/L@titude/FireNET L@titude 
Man-1586 Rev.02 

Page 3 of 6 

Figure 1 – Direct Ethernet connection 

Figure 2 – LAN connection 

3. IP Addressing 
To establish TCP/IP communications between the AMX PC and the fire control panel 
they each must have a unique IP address within the same network range. To set the IP 
address on the panel you must be able to access level 3 (Engineers menu) which 
requires a passcode or have the LE2 configuration software. 
Note: Modifications to the panel configuration should only be carried out by trained and

competent engineers. 

Setting the IP address on the panel 
In the Access Level 3 menu select the following sequence of menu options: 
Engineer Options > Configuration > Edit Configuration > Panel Modules > 
Configure Media Gateway > LAN settings 

Taktis 
Fire Alarm 

Control Panel 
 AMX Graphics 

PC 

LAN 

Max 100m (328ft) 

Taktis 
Fire Alarm 

Control Panel CAT 5 Ethernet cable 

 AMX Graphics 
PC 
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The LAN settings screen shows the IP configuration settings and options, these will be 
split across multiple screens accessible by pressing the More button. 

LAN settings screen 1 & 2 

The control panel is able to use DHCP to automatically obtain an available network IP 
address when connected to a LAN however it is strongly recommended to set the 
control panel as a fixed IP address. When using DHCP, changes or disruption to the 
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network can cause automatic IP addresses to change without notice causing 
communication problems between the control panel and the AMX PC. Setting a fixed IP 
address prevents this from occurring, while also making it easier to identify which IP 
address the panel is using for diagnostics. 

Setting the IP address using LE2 
Go to the Configure Panel settings - Taktis screen and select the Misc. tab. IP 
address settings can be entered in the Ethernet settings boxes, as shown below: 

4.  Panel Controls 
The following controls for the Kentec/Hochiki panels listed in section 1 are available 
from the AMX software: 

Reset Panel 
Silence Network Alarms 
Disable Device 
Enable Device 
Disable Zone 
Enable Zone 
Evacuate Panel 
Alert Panel 
Silence Panel Alarms 
Evacuate Network 
Reset Network 
Alert Network 
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5. Multiple Network Managers 
The AMX system is capable of controlling multiple network managers.  If more than one 
network manager is to be used an offset must be added to either one, this is added in 
the set-up screen under the engineer section of the menu.  The offset is a number that 
will be added to the panel number.  E.g., using an offset of 400 makes panel number 1 
become 401. 

6. Initialisation 
When the system is first started any events already in the fire panel system will not be 
displayed on the AMX graphical system. Upon start up a reset box will be displayed 
allowing the operator quick and easy method of getting the current data.  If the operator 
decides not to get the current events just close the box, any new events will be 
displayed as normal. 

7. Specifications 

Panel, Loop, Device Range Panels in a Network: 127 
Loops per panel: Minimum 2. 
Maximum 16 (increases in 2 loop 
increments) 
Devices per loop: 127 Hochiki (254 
inc. sounder Base addresses), 126 
Apollo 

Alarms and Events Accepted Fire Alarm (AMX input type 00) 
Security Alarm (AMX input type 01) 
Pre Alarm (AMX input type 02) 
Test Mode (AMX input type 03) 
Disablement (AMX input type 04) 
Tech Alarm (AMX input type 06) 
Fault (AMX input type 08) 
Fault (AMX input type 10) 
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